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PROGRAM
Quartet in D major, K. 499 Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
(1756-1891)
Allegretto
Menuetto— Allegretto
Adagio
Allegro
Quartet No. 2 in F major. Op. 92 Sergei Prokofiev
(1891-1953)
Allegro sostenuto
Adagio
Allegro
— Intermission—
Sextet in D minor. Op. 70 Pytor Il'ych Tchaikovsky
"Souvenir de Florence" (1840-1893)
Allegro con spirito 
Adagio cantabile e con moto 
Allegretto moderato 
Allegro vivace
MEET THE ARTISTS
Peter Zazofsky, violinist, has won widespread recognition as a prolific soloist 
and chamber musician, playing first violin in the Muir Quartet and appearing as 
soloist with many of the great orchestras in North America, Asia and Europe, 
including the Boston Symphony, Berlin Philharmonic, and Philadelphia Orchestra. 
Mr. Zazofsky was raised in Boston where he began the violin with Joseph 
Silverstein. Following studies at the Curtis Institute with Ivan Galamian, Mr. 
Zazofsky in 1979 became the first and only American to win the Montreal 
International Violin Competition. That victory was followed by a gold medal at the 
1980 Queen Elizabeth Competition in Brussels and the 1985 Avery Fisher Career 
grant. Most recently, Mr. Zazofsky has premiered chamber works by Charles 
Fussell and Richard Danielpour, as well as the new violin concerto by Frederic Van 
Rossum, released on Cypress CD label. He also gave the Boston debut of Lukas 
Foss' Three American Pieces, in their orchestral version, with the composer 
conducting the Boston University Symphony Orchestra. Mr. Zazofsky is currently a 
m  member of the faculty of the Boston University School for the Arts.
Wel-Pin Kuo, violinist, came to the United States from his native Taiwan at 
the age of 12 when he was accepted as a student at the Cleveland Institute of 
Music's Young Artists Program. A recent graduate of the Curtis Institute, Mr. Kuo 
is already making a name for himself as a violinist whose playing is characterized 
by a beautiful sound, impeccable intonation, and great musicality.
Mr. Kuo has performed as a concerto soloist with the Cleveland Orchestra (Jaja 
Ling and Michael Stem), the Taipei Symphony, and the Cleveland Philharmonic.
As a chamber musician, he has performed in many ensembles, including those at 
the Caramoor Festival and with Gary Graffman in New York. Mr. Graffman said, "I 
expect great things from Wei-Pin Kuo. He is a fine chamber musician, a splendid 
violinist, and, in sum, a wonderful young artist."
Winner of the Canton (Ohio) Young Artists Competition and the Concerto 
Competition of the Cleveland Philharmonic, Mr. Kuo has also performed as 
concertmaster of the New York String Orchestra, the Cleveland Youth Orchestra 
and the Symphony Orchestra at Curtis under conductors Simon Rattle, Andre 
Previn, David Zinman, Otto-Werner Mueller and Leonard Slatkin. At the Curtis 
Institute, Mr. Kuo studied with Jascha Brodsky, Jaime Laredo, and Victor 
Danchencko. Mr. Kuo is currently a teaching Associate in the String Department 
at Boston University.
Steven Ansell, violist, began his musical training at age ten in Seattle, where 
he studied with Vilem Sokol and Veda Reynolds. As a student at the Curtis 
Institute, he studied with Michael Tree and Karen Tuttle. Upon graduation from 
Curtis, Mr. Ansell was appointed assistant professor of music at the University of 
Houston. He has performed at many summer festivals including those at 
Marlboro, Newport, Rutgers, and Tanglewood. Currently principal viola of the 
Boston Symphony Orchestra, Mr. Ansell performed as assistant principle violist of 
the Pittsburgh Symphony from 1977 to 1979 under Andre Previn, after which he 
became one of the founding members of the Muir Quartet and a teacher at Yale 
University. Since 1983, Mr. Ansell has been a member of the faculty of Boston
University School for the Arts. He is a frequent guest artist of the Boston Chamber 
Music Society. Mr. Ansell was appointed principal violist of the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra in the 1996-1997 season.
Michael Reynolds, cellist, is a native of Bozeman, Montana, where he began 
his musical studies. He attended the Curtis Institute as a student of David Soyer 
and Martita Casals and after graduating in 1977 continued his studies with Karen 
Tuttle and George Neikrug. As a member of the Muir Quartet, Mr. Reynolds has 
participated in the Marlboro, Spoleto, Newport, Blossom, Tanglewood, and 
Snowbird Festivals. In addition, Mr. Reynolds is the director of the Montana 
Chamber Music Festival. He performs throughout America as a soloist to benefit 
the Nature Conservancy, and has created a new recording label, Eco Classics, to 
record classical literature for the benefit of the environment. Mr. Reynolds is 
currently a member of the faculty at the Boston University School for the Arts. In 
his spare time, he is an avid outdoorsman and fly fisherman.
» » » * » » » * * * * * * * *
Since winning the First Prize in the 1986 Naumburg International Cello 
Competition, Andres Diaz has exhilarated both critics and audiences with his 
intense and charismatic performances. He has earned exceptional reviews for his 
"strongly personal interpretive vision" (The New York Times) and his "bold and 
imaginative" playing (The Boston Globe).
Andres Dfaz's numerous orchestral app>earances have included return 
engagements with the Atlanta Symphony under conductor Robert Shaw; 
performances with the American Symphony at Carnegie Hall, the symphony 
orchestras of Milwaukee, Seattle, Victoria, B.C., the Boston Pops and Esplanade 
Orchestras, and the Chicago Symphony at the Ravinia Festival with Edo de Waart 
conducting. In October of 1994 Mr. Dfaz performed Leon Kirchner's Music for 
Cello and Orchestra with the National Symphony Orchestra at the Kennedy Center 
conducted by James Paul where the work received the First Prize Friedham Award.
Highlights of Mr. Dfaz's recent seasons have included a tour of Hong Kong, 
Korea, Japan, Hawaii, and Canada performing both in recital and with orchestra, 
recitals with Samuel Sanders at Carnegie Hall's Weill Recital Hall, Merkin Hall in 
New York, the Philadelphia Arts Museum, Atlanta's Spivey Hall, and appearances 
with the Alabama, Meridian and Modesto symphony orchestras. He has also 
appeared in Chile, Argentina, the Dominican Republic, and presented a series of 
concerts in the Former Soviet Union where he performed as soloist with Russia’s 
Saratov Symphony in the cities of Saratov and Moscow.
Mr. Dfaz is also very active with the Dfaz String Trio, which features David Kim 
on violin and Roberto Dfaz on viola. They have toured throughout the United 
States, Europe and extensively in South America and Mexico. They were also 
invited by Isaac Stern to play at Carnegie Hall's Centennial Celebration.
Andr6s Dfaz's debut solo recording on MusicMasters of works by Manuel de 
Falla and Robert Schumann with pianist Samuel Sanders was acclaimed by The 
Boston Globe as "strong and subtle; everything Dfaz does has personality and, 
better than that, character". The two artists have since released recordings of works 
by Brahms, Bernstein, Barber, Foot, and a compilation of short Russian works.
Mr. Dfaz graduated from the New England Conservatory where he worked with 
Laurence Lesser and Colin Carr, and currently plays an active role in chamber 
music performances with the Conservatory's faculty. He joined the faculty of 
Boston University as Professor of Cello in January of 1994 and lives with his wife, 
Julie, in a suburb of Boston. Mr. Dfaz plays a 1698 Matteo Goffriller Cello and a bow 
made by his father, Manuel Dfaz.
Michelle LaCourse, violist, has appeared as a soloist and chamber 
musician throughout the U.S. and Europe with high critical acclaim, and has 
received numerous performance awards and distinctions. She was formerly a 
member of the Lehigh Quartet, the Delphic String Trio, the Aeolian Trio, and has 
performed at the Aspen, Eastern, Wilmington, Bloomsburg, Skaneateles and 
Musicorda music festivals. As an orchestral musician she has performed with the 
Baltimore Symphony and has been principal violist and soloist of the Chamber 
Orchestra of Grenoble, France and of the Concerto Soloists Chamber Orchestra of 
Philadelphia. Ms. LaCourse holds Bachelor and Master of Music degrees, as well 
as d ^ ^ r tis t  Diploma, from the Peabody Conservatory of Music, where she studied 
w it^H Il was teaching assistant to Karen Tuttle. She also studied with David 
Holland at the Interlochen Arts Academy and Robert Swan at Northwestern 
University. She has given master classes at music schools across the country and 
currently teaches viola and chamber music at Boston University, the University of 
Massachusetts at Amherst and the Longy School of Music.
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The School for the Arts welcomes your support to help continue these 
concerts. Information regarding gifts to the School may be obtained from: 
The School for the Arts Development Office, 855 Commonwealth Avenue, 
Rm. 202, Boston, MA 02215 (617) 353-3350.
